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being the Day appointed by the KING for | 
a GENERAL FAST, on Account of the 
enz Rebellton; 
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| #0 your Children. We muſt earneſtly recommend it to all 
the Miniſters of this National Church, to endeavour, by pub- 
lick and private Inſtruction, to fill the. Minds of People, of 
all Ranks and Ages, as they have Opportunity, with a juſt 


Abborrence of the Abominations f Popery, the Terrors of 
arbitrary Power, es,” 5 


= #3 Warn. e Gen. Aſſ. Ch. Seor. 
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A Free and Arbitrary Government 
| compared. 


S SERMON I. 
: 2 KINGS xi. 17. 


And Jeboiada made a Covenant between the King alſo 
and the People. 


DANIEL v. 19. | 


I bom he would he flew, and whom he would he kept 
alive; and whom he would he ſet up, and whom be 
would he put down. : oy 


XHESE Texts of Scripture mutually il- 
luſtrate each other: The former de- 
ſcribes the Way and Manner of erect- 
ing and eſtabliſhing a free Government, 


conſidered as founded o a Contract between the 


ly and ſtriking Manner, and, at the ſame Time, in 
the moſt beautiful Simplicity, an abſolute Monarch, 
making his own arbitrary Will the ſole Rule of Go- 
vernment. In the former we have a King and his 
People, after making o Covenant with God, and enga- 
ging to yield him univerſal Obedience and Submiſſion, en- 
tering into a Covenant with one another, under the 
Eye and Direction of a good Man, who was a faith- 
ful Servant of the true God, a ſincere Friend to both 


more 


which always preſuppoſes, and muſt be 
King and the People: The latter deſcribes in a live- 


che King and the People, and who had nothing 


— tg cns hier peo gt 1 


| more at Heart than that true Religion, the publick 


a King poſſeſt of arbitrary Power, though not per- 


r 


Good, and the King's true I:tereft ſhould be advan- 
ced. Jebeiada made a Covenant between the Lord 
and the King and the Prople, that they ſhould be 
the Lord's ple; between the King alſo and the 
People. In the latter we have an abſolute Monarch, 


haps making the worſt Uſe of it, in conducting 
his Adminiſtration, and diſpenſing Good and Evil 
to his Subjects by no other Rule than his own mere 
Will and Pleafure; Ibom he would he flew, and 
whom be would be kept alive ; and whom be would be 
fet up, and whom be would be put down. If conſider- 
ing thele two Texts ſeparately is enough to make 
us love and value a free Government, and to raiſe in 
our Minds the greateſt Abhorence againſt ſuch an 
one as is merely arbitrary; much more may the 
vie ing them both together have this Effect: For 
when a Compariſon is ſtated betwixt theſe two Forms 
of Government, which are ſo directly oppoſite to ea 
one another in their Nature, Tendency and Conſe- Va 
quences, it muſt make each of them appear in is 
own Colours, in the ſtrongeſt Light; the Peace, 


— — cas 


Order, and Happineſs of a free Government, obo 


fraught with Bleſſings, appears to the beſt Advan- | 
tage, when compared with the Miſeries and Calam- WW Sel 
ties, that attend Arbitrary Power or Government, el; 


which in its Turn appears clothed with double Hor- WW tio! 


ror, when compared with the Happineſs that nat 
rally reſults from a juſt and equal Government, tour 
ded upon, and adminiſtrated according to ſuch Las, oc 
as are calculated for ſecuring the Virtue and Happ ll 
ne of both King and People. 3 0 
In order to ſet this Matter in a juſt Light, | 
ſhall, in the WE i | 
a ä 1. Place, 


. f 
I. Place, Offer to your Confideration the Riſe and 
Nature of a Free Government, as it 1s founded upon a 
mutual Contract betwixt King and People. 
| II. The Riſe and Nature of Arbitrary Government, 
| and the Iniquity and Injuſtice of it. 


III. I hall compare theſe two Sorts of Governments | 


together, as to their reſpetiive Effects and Conſequences. 

IV. I ſhall apply.----I return to the 

I. Ot theſe; To offer to your Conſideration the 
Riſe and Nature of a free Government, as it is foun- 
ded upon a mutual Contract betwixt King and Peo- 
je. And, : | EE | 
4 (1.) In our entering on this Subject, we may ob- 
ſerve, that Society began with Mankind, Where 
ever there are Men, they run into one another's Com- 
pany, The Law of Benevolence, implanted in their 
Nature, powerfully inclines them to reſort together. 
And beſides, as Mankind are the moſt Helplets & all 
the Creatures, if ſeparated from one another, and 
each of them could procure but a ſmall Supply to his 
various Wants by himſelf alone, and but weakly de- 
fend himſelf from Injuries and Danger; ſo this calls 
for their mutual Union, and makes their united La- 
bours neceſſary, in order to ſupply their Wants, and 
to provide for their Safety. Thus Benevolence and 
Self love conſpire in prompting Men to form them- 
ſelves into Societies. and theſe two Principles of Ac- 
tion, under the Guidance of a Third, the Law of 


Righteouſneſs and Juſtice, implanted allo in human 


Nature, incline and direct Men in the forming of 
Societies, to enact and eſtabliſh Laws for their mu- 
tua] Protection, for maintaining and ſecuring the 


Good of the Publick, and the Rights and Proper- 
ties of Individuals, | 


(29) And 
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4Þ (2.) And as in a degenerate World, ſome will 
be vicious, and tranſgreſs the Laws, invade the private 


Property of their Neighbour, or prove unfaithful to the 
publick Intereſt, it is juſt that they ſhould agree, that 
whoſoever ſhall be found tranſgreſſing more or le, 
in either of theſe Reſpects, ſhall be liable to ſuch 


Puniſhment as may be adequate to the reſpective 
Natures and Aggravations of their Crimes ; and this 
with a View to curb Iniquity, and to maintain the 
Peace and Happineſs of the Society. „ 


It is true, as no Man has a Right to do himſelf 


an Injury, to throw away his Life out of a peeviſh 
Humour, to ruſh into Difficulties, when not called 
to do ſo in ſome noble and important Cauſe, fo no 
Man can impower another Man, or any Number of 
Men, to injure. him, or moleſt him according to 


mere Will and Pleaſure : This would be to give a- 


waya Right he never had himſelf, and ſuch a Grant, 
were it made, being contrary to Juſtice and the Law 

of Selt-preſervation, would in itſelf be void and 
null, | - 


But then there is no real Inconſiſtence betwixt 
the Law of Self-preſervation, and the Aſſent to fuch 
Laws as enact proper Puniſhment to be inflicted up- 
on Criminals. _ 

Out of the Law of Self-preſervation ariſes another, 
that of Self-defence, which gives a Man, when at- 


tacked by a Thief, a Robber, or a Murderer, a 
Right to defend himſelf againſt the unjuſt or cruel 


Invader of his Property or Life; which, if he can- 


not do without taking away the Life of the injuri- 


ous Perſon, he may juſtly kill him in Self: defence. 
The Malefactor is an Enemy to Mankind; and, as 


out of an eftabliſhed Society, every one that meeteth 


him may kill him, or inflict the condign * 
. men 
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ment of his Crime: So in a well regulated Society, 


the whole Society being engaged to defend irs Mem- 
bers in their Lives and Forcunes againſt unjuſt Ag- 
greſſors, may reaſonably inflict the proper Paniſh- 


ment upon evil Doers. It is doing a Man no Inju- 


ry to take away his Life, who does not deſerve to 
live, whoſe Preſervation would be dangerous to the 
Lives of others, and prejudicial to the common 
Good. Every Man will acknowledge the Juſtice 
and Reaſonableneſs of this in every Caſe which does 
not affect himſelf, as well as the Neceſſity of it for 
for preſerving the very Being of Society: And there- 


fore, when it comes to be a Man's own Caſe, and 


he incurs the juſt and neceſſary Puniſhment, no 


— 


Injury is done him in the Infliction of it; under 
the Protection of the Society he was brought up, 
and enjoyed all his Rights; and in that Caſe his con- 


tinuing in it when he came to Years, or if he was 


originally a Foreigner, his entering into it, being 
naturalized, and living in it, and carrying on Buſi- 
neſs under the Protection of its Laws, muſt in Rea- 


fon be conſidered as a full Aſſent to them, a virtu- 


al voluntary ſubjecting himſelf to be governed by 
them; and now that he has done what he might 
have known would make him forfeit ſuch Protecti- 
on, and render him obnoxious to Puniſhment, he 
ought to ſubmit when it is applied to him, and ac- 
knowledge the Juſtice of his Sentence. 

(3.) Laws and Penalties being thus enacted for 
the Preſervation of publick Peace and Order; the 


Society, to ſecure, the Execution of them, may ap- 


point one to rule and govern them, according to 
theſe Laws of their own making, and his explicite 
Conſent fo to rule, may be demanded, and is indeed 
implied in his accepting the Truſt, 

15 5 (4. And 
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(4.) And as the Adminiſtration of Affairs will re. 
quire many Officers and Judges under the ſupreme 
Ruler, and allo the utmoſt Application on his own 


Part, it is j1ft that the Society ſubject themſelves to 


ſuch Taxes as may enable him to maintain his Govern- | 
ment, to defend their Rights and Liberties, and 
that they reward him liberally for his great important I 
Service; they can do no leſs than maintain him in 

the greateſt Affluence and Splendor, who is daily b 
attentive to their various Intereſts, whoſe Cares and d 
Labours are conſtantly employed to make them a 
e. 

Now while they let him want for nothing that is 
ſuitable to his Dignity, in the faithful Diſcharge of 
his important Truſt, honour and obey him, and 
take every Methed to ſweeten to him the Cares of 
Government : It is highly fit, as they entruſt him 
only with a Power to do them Good, that they 
bring him under the ſtrongeſt, moſt ſolemn Engage- 
ments, to maintain them in their Rights, their Li- 
berties and Properties, to make their Laws the Rule 
and Meaſure of his Government, and not to ſwerve 
from theſe to gratify his own Ambition ; while on 
their Part, they promiſe Obedience and Subjection to 
him, and engage to maintain and ſupport him in 
the right Adminiſtration of the Government. 

This is the original Plan of Government formed 
by a free People and their King: This is the mutual 
Compact entered into between them, and without 
which they muſt be in a State of Nature, with reſpect 
to each other. Where there is no mutual Obliga- 
tion between King and People, no common Rule 
nor Law, they are ſeverally to ſubmit to, no recipro- 
acl Duties to be performed, there is an End of jul 


and lawful Government, This brings us to the 
| II. Thing 
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II. Thing propoſed: To conſider the Riſe and 
Nature of Arbitrary Power or Government, and to 
prove the Iniquity and Injuſtice of it. 

The greateſt Tyrants have at Times confeſt, that 
the Good of the People is the great End of Govern- 
ment; and that the beſt Way to advance it, is to 
rule according to the Laws of Juſtice. 

When they at firſt began to enroach upon the Li- 
berties of their Subjects in particular Caſes, it was un- 
der ſome Pretence to advance their greater Good 
upon the whole. They ſtill confeſt themſelves bound 
to promote the publick Wellfare. This was only 


8 ſo long as they did not think themſelves ſecure in 
if their Violence from publick Juſtice, nor out of the 
4 Reach of the People's Vengeance; but when once 


of they had fully ſtrengthned, and raiſed themſelves 
mn upon the Ruin of their oppreſſed People, and had 
ey WM got ſo great Power into their Hands, as might ſup- 
e- port and maintain them in their Tyranny, they took 
off the Mask, diſowned their Obligation to be-friend 
ale the People but in ſo far as it was agreeable to their 
ve on Will and Humour; contended for a Power in- 
dependent upon the People, alledged they derived 
their Right to reign from God alone, and were ac- 
countable to none but him. | 


further taught that their Right was hereditary and 
indefeaſible, that it could not be forfeited for ever, 
by any Cruelties or Pieces of Injuſtice that might be 
committed by themſelves or their Poſterity upon the 
People. This being the Riſe and Nature of Arbi- 
try Government, the Iniquity of it is obvious at 


Colours, let it be obſerved in the 
V Place, 


Their Abettors confirmed what they ſaid, and 
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frſt Sight: But that it may appear in the ſtrongeſt 
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ſantur. De cive, Cap. 12. Seck. 2. 


12 
1½ Place, That as this Sort of Government de- 
ſtroys the mutual Obligation betwixt Prince and 


People, ſets the one above all Law, and expoſes the 


other to Slavery without Redreſs; ſo it is contrary 


to the firſt Principles of Juſtice, is ſubverſive of all 


Righteouſneſs ; and were it true, the Doctrine of the 
eternal Difterence betwixt moral Good and Evil, and 
of the unalterable Obligation of Virtue, would be 
falſe, This is ſo manifeit, that Mr. Hobbes, a Man 
of the acuteſt Genius of any of the Defenders of Ar- 
bitrary Government, was obliged to deny the Dif- 
ference between moral Good and Evil, and to ſet 


up the King's Will as the only Law and Source of 


moral Obligation: Any Thing was juſt or unjuſt, 
as the King would have it. Subjects muſt conſult 
the Pleaſure of the King, in order to know what is 
Good and Evil: The Sovereign's Pleaſure is the only 
Rule for determining Right and Wrong, and the 
People muſt regulate their whole moral Conduct by 
the King's Commandment, * 

But however artful Men may attempt to ſap the 
Foundation of Morality, a Senſe of it is natural to 
the human Mind, ſprings up voluntarily in every 
Conſcience, and forces itſelf upon the moſt abandon'd, 
Notwithſtanding this, the ſubtile Hobbes, to make 
| his 


— 


* Regulas boni er mali, juſli & injuſti, honeſti & inhoneſi 
eſſe leges civiles; ideoq uc re Legiſlator præceperit, id pro bono, 
quod vetuerit, id pro malo habendum eſſe. De cive, Cap. 1% 
Seck. 1. Et ibidem. Quod actio juſta vel injuſta fit, a ſurt 
imperantis provenit. Reges legitimi que imperant, juſta ſucluni 
imperando; que vetant, vetando faciunt iujuſta. Univerſa- 
liter & in omnibus obedire obligamur. De cive, Cap. 14. Set. lo, 
Opinio eorum qui docent peccare ſubditos, quoties mandata prime 
cipum ſuorum. que ſibi injuſta videntur eſſe, exſequuatur, c el. 
ronea eſt, es inter eas numeranda, qua obedientiæ civili ad ver. 
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(13 be 
his Scheme conſiſtent, was obliged to belie the 
Dictates of his own Conſcience, and to harden his 
Face againſt that of every other Man, in his deny- 


ing that Men were under any Obligation to any fort. 


of Conduct, but what the King laid upon them, 
who again had a Right to command or to do, what- 
ever he had a Mind, and was accountable for the 
Exerciſe of his Right to no mortal Creature. This 
Doctrine being once ſwallowed down, not only con- 
firmed the Kingdom in the Hands of the reigning 
Tyrant, but impowered him to tranſmit it to his 
Poſterity, without allowing the People to call in 
Queſtion his or their Right to tyrannize and lord it 
over them as they pleated. This ſecond Error is a 
Conſequence of the firſt. The King's being abſolute 
Lord of all his Subjects, they and their Effects be- 
come the natural Inheritance of his Poſterity, which 
never can be forfeited by any Acts of Cruelty, be- 
cauſe the King's Will, which is the ſupreme Law, 
in whatever Acts of Cruelty it is ſignified, gives 
them the Stamp of Juſtice: And yet as the very 
Eſſence of Juſtice lyes in a mutual Obligation 
upon reaſonable Minds to perform relative Duties to 
one another; ſo the denying this Obligation to be 
valid, in the Caſe of Kings towards their People, 
the looſing Tyrants from any Tie on their Part, to 
conſult the Peoples Intereſt, while the People are 
obliged to ſupport their cruel Maſters in their Ty- 
ranny, is ſubverſive of all Righteouſneſs and Juſtice. 
And in the 

2d. Place, So far as it is ſubverſive of all Righteouſ- 
| neſs, it is alſo of natural Religion; for the Difference 


between Juſt and Unjuſt, Right and Wrong, Good 


and Evil, being taken away, the Perfections of 
Juſtice, Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs in God will 


have 
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have no Meaning. Thus God would be ftript of 


all his moral Attributes, and none but the natural 
ones, commonly ſo called, would remain aſcribed tv 
him; he could not henceforth be conceived as the g. 
moral Governor of the World, or managing its ar 
great Affairs by a juſt and righteous Providence: 
He would be chiefly apprehended to be clothed Noc 
with mere Strength or Power, which, tho' infinite ve 
and eternal, would be blind and undirected without WM 

his moral Attributes. This partial Way of appre- hi. 
hending God, as ſtript of his moſt amiable Excel. an 
tencies, not only gives unworthy Conceptions of him, 
and is in itſelf a Species of refined Atheiſm, bu: WW 1h 


plainly leads to the groſſeſt Sort of it, the total De. MW wi 
nial of the Being of a God. Thus the Scheme of ab- Mac 
ſolute arbitrary Government, as laid down by Hole, bo 
and taken in its full Latitude, lands in Atheiſm. na 


This brings me to conſider Abſolute and Arbitrary WF 
Government, when taken in a lower and more con- a! 


fined Senſe, and not manifeſtly tending to ſuch Wn: 
daring and monſtruous Impiety, but yet plainly (Wes 
unrighteous and unjuſt, Many, who in Charity ve 
are bound to hope, were ſincere Believers of the K. Ki 
ality of Virtue, of the Being and Providence of God, 

and even of revealed Religion: Many, otherwik GIN 


eminent and worthy Perſons, (it is not againit Mens 
Characters that we contend, but againſt their Op: 
nions) have eſpouſed the Doctrine of abſolute ar e 
bitrary Government, and indefeaſible hereditary e 
Right; and, which is more, have pretended to 
found this Doctrine on the Word of God: They =: 
did not indeed take it in ſo large a Senſe as Hot 
did; the Laws of Conſcience and Revelation being e 
obligatory upon all reaſonable Men and Chrittians, Bl Dol! 
both of them being the Laws of God, and not wh les 
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15 
altered or diſannulled by human Inſtitutions; they 


ſo far lowered the Power of the King, and lightened 


the Yoke and Burden of his Subjects, as neither to 
give him a Right to ask, nor to lay them under 
an Obligation to perform active Obedience to ſuch 
of his Laws, as were contrary to the Laws of Righte- 
ouſneſs and revealed Religion: But then, if the So- 


vereign ſhould actually give out unjuſt and « ruel 
Edicts, and put them in Execution, his Right to 


his Crown, according to them, ſtill remain*d entire 
and indefeaſible; and it was the indiſpenſible Duty 
of his Subjects, tamely to ſubmit to all the Hard- 
ſhips he ſhould be pleaſed to lay upon them. They, 
whoſe Conſciences could not allow them to yield 


active Obedience to his arbitrary wicked Laws, were 


bound in Conſcience to paſſive Obedience to the Pe- 
nalties of them, however cruel. 

Now the Iniquity and Unreaſonableneſs of ſuch a 
a Doctrine, will appear, if we conſider ſome of the 


many Abſurdities attending it, were it true: And a 


few Obſervations may ſerve to expoſe it. 

(1.) Becauſe the Scripture forbids us to reſiſt a 
King in the due Execution of his Office, upon Pain 
of Damnation. This is no good Reaſon for not re- 
lifting him in any Caſe, even when he acts out of 
his Office altogetherz becauſe he is ſer up to be the 
Miniſter of God for Good unto the People; Shall 
they therefore not reſiſt him, when he does them the 
preateſt Evil? A. good King is an Inſtrument in the 
Hand of Providence, of advancing the private and 

ublick Happineſs of Mankind : But is a bad one, 
he Cauſe of private and publick Miſery, to be ho- 
poured as God's Vicegerent, though he acts in Op- 
poſition to all the Laws of Heaven? ---- If God exer- 
ics a diffuſive and extenſive Goodnefs, a tender 

| com- 


ſeveral Orders: If the Lord is good to all, and if his 


this imperfect State, there will be Failures in Kings as 


human Weakneſſes and Paſſions, If every Failure in 


- his Duty to his Subjects, or even acting in Oppoli 


| 16 
compaſſionate Concern towards his Creatures in their 


tender mercies are over all works, Pal. cxlv. 9. does 
it therefore follow, that whole Nations were made to 
oratify the Ambition of one Man, that he may ride 
and gall them fat his Pleaſure ? Or is it not a more 
natural Inference, that one is made for the many ; 
that the Good of the Governed is the End of Go- 
vernment; and*that that Form of Government 
which is beſt calculated for advancing the general 
Welfare, has moſt of God, of Goodneſs, and Reli- 
gion in it? Who, after this, will look on Non-re- ee 
fiſtence to a Tyrant, whoſe Adminiſtration is a di- 
rect Contradiction to God's kind and bounteous G- 
vernment of the World, and which defeats the very RF. 
End of Civil Government, to be a Duty? It is true, in 


well as common Men. Allowances muſt be made tor 


the Performance of relative and ſocial Duties, or if & 
veral Failures, or even Commiſſions and Tranfgrel 
ſions, were to diſſolve Mens Relations to one ano- 
ther, theſe Relations could nor ſubſiſt for the ſhor- 
teſt Time; and therefore a King failing to perform 
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tion to it in ſome Inſtances, is not enough to dil 
ſolve the Relation betwixt him and them, or to fret 
them from all Obligation of Submiſſion to him: 
Bru then, tho? ſeveral privatel Injuries done particular 
Perſons, or ſome little Encroachments upon publick 
Liberty, will not juſtify the Subjects in riſing up 
againſt their King, yet, if he ſtrike at the Root and 
Foundation of their Rights, diſpenſe with the Laws 
and go on in a Courſe of Tyranny and Oppreſſion, 


they may not only reſiſt him in theſe cruel * 


but as he thereby notoriouſly breaks Covenant with 
them on his Part, they may juſtly declare themſelves 
under no Obligation to ſubmit to him on theirs. 
(2.) Abſolute Submiſſion is Cue to none but God : 
It is the complex Character of the ſupreme Being, 
conſidered as exerting all his Attributes, in perfect 
Harmony and Concord; it is this, that both gives 
us juſt Views of the Foundation and Nature of his 
Sovereignty, as abſolute, and, at the ſame Time, 
Wwith a gentle, but powerful Influence, diſpoſes the 
Mind to acquieſce in, and ſubmit to it. The Per- 
Wicction of God's Government of the World, ariſes 
Wirom the joint Exertion of his natural and moral At- 
tributes, and not from any one of them, conſidered 
acting ſeparately, and by itſelf. The Doctrine 
f Dominion being founded in mere“ Power, is ſo 
War from being agreeable to Truth, that even God's 
Omnipotence, ſeparately conſidered, is not the Foun- 
Nation of his Sovereignty. It is the abſolute and in- 
nite Perfection of his moral Attributes, invariably 
Inclining him to imploy his natural Ones, his Power 
Ind Omniſcience in the Caufe of Righteouſneſs ; it 
this that makes it unalterably fit for us to give him 
Y unreſerved, unlimited Obedience and Submiſſi- 
n; but becauſe Almighty God who is ſpotleſs Pu- 
W'ity, and perfect Goodneſs, to give out good Laws, 
nd to conſult our Happineſs, has an abſolute Do- 
inion over us; Is this a Reaſon for our abſolute 
Pubmiſſion to any like ourſelves, whom God has not 
| endowed 
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Jus dominandi ab ipſa potentia derivatur. De Cive Cap. 15. 
eck. 5. Nor does it alter the Caſe, whether a Man raiſes him- 
elf to the Power of governing, or derives it from his Father : 
Wt Juſtice is a wanting in his Government, there remains 
ought but Power in either Caſe, which ſhews the Abſurdity 
f the Doctrine of indefeaſible Right. 
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dence, ſo as to make them all work together for his 


to Deſtruction ?-----The Conſciences of Sinners tell 


Name he may aſſume, whenever he calls for them, 


rob God of his Glory, and to give it to another. 


; CORLISS 
endowed with perfect Purity and Goodneſs ?---.-Be. 
cauſe an all- wiſe God is ordering and connecting 
Things in his incomprehenſible Scheme of Provi- 


Peoples Good, and to end at laſt in their eternal 
Happineſs, and they a1 therefore bound to put an 
implicite Truſt in the unſearchable Riches of his 
Goodneſs, to commit themſelves entirely to his Di. 
poſal, and to ſubmit with Patience to gloomy Diſ. 
penſations; Is there an equal Reaſon for Subjects to 
{ſubmit to the peeviſh Humour of a ſhort-ſighted 
carthly Monarch, tho? he were driving on a Nation 


them, it is fit they give abſolute Submiſſion to the 
Puniſhment of Sin inflicted on them, in this, or in 
another World, by him who is the righteous Jute: 
of all: But what Reaſon can be given for Subjects 
univerſally groaning under Tyranny, without being 
convicted of any Crime, voluntarily to ſubmit to be 
whipt, rack*d, tortured, or put to Death at the 
Will and Pleaſure of an arbitrary Monarch ?----A- 
gain, as our Goods and Lives are lent us from the 
Lord, and are at his ſole Diſpoſal, ſo when he takes 
them back, we ought to reſign them to him that 
gave them: But ſhall we, ſhall a Nation, laviſhly 


give them up to any vicious Intruder, whatever 


altho' it be impious and abſurd in him, to pretend 
to an abſolute Propriety in- them ? 

In fine, None but the ſupreme Being is fit for ex- 
erciſing abſolute Dominion over us: No mere Man 
has a Right to it; it is, in a Sort, impious to claim 
it; and for Men to clothe any Mortal with it, is to : 


3. And 


: 12 ; 
3. And after all, is the Doctrine of abſolute Mo. 


- narchy, and of indefeaſible hereditary Right found. 


ed on the Scriptures ? Surely it cannot be. 

But the Holy Scripture contains no ſuch Doc- 
trine as the Divine Right of Kings, as has been ful 
ly ſhewn by ſeveral learned. id judicious Writers on 
this Subject: There is no Doctrine there, which by 
the remoteſt Conſequence, would make God the Au- 
thor and Patron of Murder and Oppreſſion. What 
a groſs Profanation is this then of the Name and 
Word of God, for any Man to ſtile himſelf God's 
Miniſter and Vicegerent, who rules in an ungodlike 
cruel Manner: It is even offering an Affront to the 
common Senſe of Mankind, to pretend a Warrant 
in the Scriptures for a Tyrant and his Poſterity, tho? 
they prove as bad, or worſe than he is, to continue 
in the Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom, which it would 
be ſinning againſt God to deprive them of, however 
injurious and oppreſſive they may be to the People. 

And now that I have conſidered the Riſe and Na- 
ture of a juſt and free Government; alſo the Riſe, 
Nature and Injuſtice of that which is merely arbitra- 


ry. Your Time will not allow me to carry on the 


Compariſon betwixt theſe two Forms of Govern- 
ment, as to their reſpective Effects and Conſequen- 


ces: I ſhall therefore conclude with an Application 


ſuitable to the Subject we have been diſcourſing of, 


| and ſuitable to the Day. 


My Brethren, We have lived in the Days of Li- 
berty ; little do we know what Hardihips our Coun- 


trymen and Anceſtors ſuffered from the cruel Hands 
of Tyranny before the Revolution: But at that glo- 


rious Period Liberty revived ; and to ſecure it to Po- 
ſterity, the Succeſſion to the Britiſh Crown was ſet- 
lcd in the Proteſtant Line, in the Houſe of Hanover. 

| Thus 


* 
* 
$ 
4 
33D 
"3 7 
N f 
5 2; 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
2 
1 7 
+ Þ 
: = 
£ 
24 
FE 7 
C * 
Y t 
- 
2 
T a) 
x * 
9 
+ 
: 
: ® 
: x 4 
af 
£ 7 
F 
2 
£2 
2. 4 
5 
* 
2 
2 
2 
75 
J 
— 
* 
* 
43 
1 
1 bs 
| = 3 
VT 4 
= 
: 
3 Ne 
* 
1 
1 
2 
* 
= 
*Y 
" © 3 
2 
19 
4 
«= 7 
T 
v» Þ YL 
1 
1 
4 
4 
8 
'1 
$I 1 
11 
1 
1179 
= > 
: = 
iT 
4 2 
o 
54 b| 
19 
'$ 
' I 
a1 n 
3 : 
1 
1 4 
4 : 
4 
5 


— q — WT» 
* * * "0 $46. 


| 
' 
j 
[ 
\ 


fant Fruits. Every Man is ſecured in his Property, 


known our Mercies. We murmured and complain 
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Thus Liberty was eſtabliſhed on a juſt Foundation, 
Liberty is the Glory of the Iſle of Britain: No Ny 
tion under Heaven enjoys it ſo fully, which make 
us ſo much the Envy of our Neighbours. It is noy 
ſeven and fifty Years, that our Liberties have been 
maintained. We have taſted liberally of its plex 


is allowed to ſerve God according to his Conſcience, 
without being perſecuted for his Opinion. Trade 
has flouriſhed. The uſeful Arts and the liberal Sci 
ences have been much improved. 1 
We enjoyed Liberty even to Satiety. It ſeems 
we could not bear ſo long a Continuance of to gr 
a Bleſſing. We had been a happy People, had wM 


ed, where other Nations would have rejoiced, and 
been thankful. Liberty degenerated into Licent-WM 
ouſneſs. Immoralities prevailed and overſpread th: 
Land, which by ſwift Degrees grew ripe for a Stroke 
When, lo the young Pretender to the Crown «i 
Britain, an Inſtrument of Vengeance in the Alm 
ty's Hand, arrives on bur Coaſt, lands, and clan 
theſe Kingdoms for his Father; gathers an Army 
and with it, undiſciplined as it is, penetrates far i 
to our Country, while the French, though we hol 
in no great Numbers, are landed to aſſiſt him. 
And now, my Brethren, Popery and the Pro 
ſtant Religion, Liberty and Slavery, Light a] 
Darkneſs are before us. ---- By a ſtrange Perverſion 08 
the Uſe of Words, he fays he comes to deliver vl 
from Slavery, when we are already free, and to 
eſtabliſh our Liberties and Laws; yes, to be fur 1p 
the ſame Way they were enjoyed before the K 
lution, when they hung upon a ſlender Thread, 1 
Will and Humour of a haughty King: And 1 
ex 
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| | | yo 
expect better Uſage from his pretended Son or Grand- 
ſon? Is not the Family ſupported by the Pope of 
Rome, and the Kings of France and Spain? The young 
Adventurer acts under them: And will the Maxims 
and Intereſts of Popiſh Powers incline them to ſup- 
port the Proteſtant Religion? Are abſolute Monarchs 
fit Perſons for ſecuring the Bririſþ Liberties ? If their 
Subjects at home groan under their oppreſſive Mea- 
ſures, what may we a foreign Nation expect if they 
ſhall conquer us ? 
But who can believe that he, who claims us as his 
Property, who produces his natural indefeaſible Right 
to govern us, can make us tree ? A free People know 
no ſuch Right to a Crown; this Right, were it a 
juſt one, would leave us no Right at all, but give 
him a Title to us and our Effects, and he might 
treat us and them according to his Pleaſure, 
= After this, what avail his faireft Promiſes? They 
are mere Conceſſions, which we would have no Right 
to demand to be made good. But let him be never 
60 ingenuous in making them, is the Word of one 
Man, however honeſt, a Security for our Rights, to 
be compared with that we have already ſettled by 
Parliament? | 1 
But it he be an honeſt Man in one Senſe of Ho- 
veſty, and true to his Principles, he muſt break Faith 
= With us as we are Hereticks. ons 
Hase profeſſes indeed a deep Concern to ſee us all 
in Slavery; but who were ſuing to him for Redre's ? 
Was he invited over by the Voice of the Nation? 
s it from a Spirit of Liberty that he comes at the 
| Invitation of a few, to conquer and enſlave the ref: ? 
Or now that he has come, do the Aſſerters of Li- 
berty entertain him? By whom is he ſupported ? 
Who are his Followers? Are not many of them avow- 
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| 2 
ed Defenders of abſolute Monarchy, and of the di- 
vine, indefeaſible Right of Kings? Is not the Bulk 
of his Army made up of thoſe into whoſe Savage 
Breaſts the Spirit of Britiſb Liberty has not yet en- 
ter'd? People who, from their Infancy, are inured 
to Slavery, and to abſolute Subjection to the Heads 
of their Clans, are prepared for doing or ſuffering 
any thing for their Idol King. But what though 
the more knowing, as well as the poor and ignorant 
in the Highland Army, may thus be animated with 
an Enthuſiaſtick Zeal to raiſe their Leader to what 
they call his Kingdom? Can their Keenneſs and 
Fierceneſs in his Behalf, in any Shape, be lookt upon 
as Zeal for the Rights and Liberties of the Subjects? 
What can we look for but Tyranny from him, 
who calls our lawful Sovereign an Uſarper, who ſuc- 
ceeded to the Crown. upon the Footing of a Parlia- 
mentary Right“? The plain Meaning of this Lan- 
guage is, that the Wiſdom of the Nation had no 


\ Right to ſettle the Succeſſion as they did, and for 


them to pretend to do fo, was Uſurpation : If ſo, all 
the Laws enacted during this Uſurpation, whether 
they regard the publik Intereſt or private Property, 
muſt go for nothing, and be repealed. The whole 
Revolution Syſtem muſt be broken, as an Innova- 
tion, an unjuſt Encroachment upon the King's inde- 
feaſible Right. Every Thing muſt return to its an- f 
cient Channel, and be put in its own Place, in the { 
Place it was in before the Revolution : Thus all g 
would be caſt looſe, and a Door opened to the gras 


FP" == 


The Act of Parliament here referred to, is plainly foun- 
ded upon a due Regard to hereditary Right; and at the fame 
| Time, is an open Declaration that it may be forfeited by s 
particular Perſon, and that it is not indefcalible, 


„ | | 

eſt Confuſion and Diſorder; a Multiplicity of intri- 
cate Law- ſuits would enſue; Rights would be can- 
vaſt a- new; Families turned upſide down; not a few 
caſt out of their Fortunes, under Pretence of return- 
ing them to their rightful Owners: The publick 
Debts would remain unpaid : Many would loſe their 
all; and a few Intruders would gather up the Spoil. 

Every Thing would be done in an Arbitrary 
Manner, according to the Pleaſure of the new made 
Prince, who being exaſperate againſt the Nation, on 
Account of the long Exile of his Family, from what 
he calls his paternal Kingdom, and on Account of 
the Oppoſition he now meets with in his returning 
to it, would, it is to be feared, take his Revenge, 


and rule in a more oppreſſive Manner than even his 


pretended Anceſtors did hefore him. 1 

He ſays he will not do ſo; but by the Samples he 
has given us, what may we expect? While he was 
among us, did he not levy Money, demand and 
take up Corn, Hay and Horſes, and other Things 
in an Arbitrary Manner? He has begun very ſoon 
to invade Mens private Properties; and what may 
we expect were he ſettled among us? Did his Pro- 
clamations breathe a Spirit of Liberty or Arbitrary 
Power ? | 

But what though he were free of all that has been 


aid againſt him? What though he were a Prote- 


ſtant, had no Dependence on the Pope, nor France 
nor Spain; were a true Friend to Liberty, and eve- 
Ty Way qualified to reign over a free People; what 
is that to us, who are engaged to another? The 
publick Faith is given to his preſent Majeſty, and 
his Royal Houſe : There is a Covenant ſubſiſting be- 
tween him and the People : His Enemies cannot fay 
he has infringed our Rights, or been unfaithful on 

| his 
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| 24 D 
his Part of the Covenant: Under his auſpicious 
Reign, every Man has lived quietly under his own 
Vine, and his own Fig-tree z And ſhall we be fo baſe 
as to break our Engagements to him? 

Some, I know, will ſay, Who are engaged? [ 
anſwer, All and every- one of us. All who have 
lived under the Protection of the preſent Government, 
are, in the Nature of the Thing, engaged. to ſupport 
it: This makes them inexcuſable, who have riſen 
up in Rebellion. They had their Rights and Proper- 
ties ſecured, had free Acceſs to the Laws, and the 
Exerciſe of their Religion; in which laſt Article, 
ſome of them had uncommon Mildneſs exerciſed to- 
wards them : Their Lives and Fortunes were under | 
the Guardianſhip of the preſent Government : They 
were nouriſhed and brought up under it, and yet 
they have rebelled againſt it, and are this Day making 
a daring Attempt to aboliſh che Covenant betwixt 
the King and the People, and to ſet up One to rule 
us, according to his Will and Pleaſure. 

What a hard Neceſſity have they brought the Na- 
tion to? Either they muſt be diſperſed and routed, 
and yet they are our Countrymen, Bone of our Bone, 
and Fleſh of our Fleſh, or the Nation muſt periſh 
and go to Ruin, and every Thing that is valuable 
and dear to us, ly at the Mercy of a Tyrant. 
This is a ſad Paſs that every true Briton is brought 
to, to be obliged in Point of Duty to his Country to 
wiſh, and even to be active in bringing about a fad 
Diſappointment to many of his Countrymen; which, 
however grievous it may be to them, it is better that 
they who are but a Part ſhould ſuffer, than that the 
whole be ruined : It is juſt Matter of Mourning and 
Humiliation All theſe Judgments are from the 


Lord ; Our Sins deſerve them, and have oy 
| them 


( 25 
them on us: We have been a profeſſing People; but 


all Ranks from the higheſt to the loweſt have, in 
many Inſtances, broken Covenant with the Lord; 
and now he is threatning in his ſore Diſpleaſure to 
cancel the Covenant made between our King and us, 

or to render it ineffectual for his and our mutual Se. 
curity. As we would avert this Judgment, let us, 
thro* the Grace of God, ſet about real Repentance 
and Reformation : Let us break our Covenant with 
Hell, and return unto the Lord, fo ſhall he return 
to us and to the Land in Mercy, reſtore Peace, 
eſtabliſh and perpetuate our civil and religious Rights 
and Liberties, 
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SERMON II 


Aud Jeboiada made a Covenant between the King al 
and the People. 


DANIEL v. 19. 


I bom he would be flew, and whom he would he kett 4 
alive; and whom he would be ſet up, and whom ts 
evould be put down, t 

H E placing theſe two very different Ac: u 
counts of a King and a People over againſt t. 

N one another, plainly leads us to draw tte 

Compariſon between a Free and an Arbitrary Gli 

vernment*. On a former Occaſion I began to ſtae b 

Matters on both Sides: I propoſed, .. ar 

I. To confider the Riſe and Nature of a Free Govers- i 
ment, as it is founded upon à Contract be:wixi King ol 
1 | | pe 

II. co 

Sc 

10 7 : a | A. 
* Note, As a good Government is one of the greateſt Blek to 


fings, and a bad one amongſt the greateſt Plagues that cin 
befal a Nation, in delivering this Sermon, proper Mccit Bp 
tions were offered under every Head to awaken the Heare!s Wi Sci 
to a Senſe af Providence, and to incite them to the Exerci Wl 
of the correſponding Graces, under bork its ſmiling and frau 
ing Diſpenſations ; eſpecially under thoſe that have a gencri Wl N 

Influence upon Societies. But as it would have ſwelled Us BNA 
Sermon to a too great Bulk, to have inſerted all theſe Medr 
cations, I have only offered to the Reader the general Apps 
cation of the whole. 
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II. To confider the Riſe and Nature of Arbitrary 


Government, and the Injuſtice of it. 
III. To compare theſe two Forms of Government to- 
gether, as to their reſpective Effects and Conſequences. 
In diſcourſing upon the Firſt of theſe, I attempted 
from plain and obvious firſt Principles, to lay down 
the ſure Foundation of a Free Government: And, 
in diſcourſing on the Second, to expoſe the foul Riſe 
of Arbitrary Government, and the Iniquity of it, 
j conſidered in itſelf, without Regard to Conſequences. 
I now proceed to the 
III. Thing propoſed; To compare a Free and an 
Arbitrary Government together, as to their reſpective 
Effects and Conſequences :---And I ſhall enumerate 
them in the following Order, | 
I, Every Man's private Property being ſecured 


\c- under a Free Government, is a great Encouragement 
nft to Trade and Induſtry, which tend to advance the 
the Wealth and Riches of a Nation: Bat there being 
30. little or no Security for private Property under Ar- 


bitrary Government, is a Diſcouragement to Trade 
and Induſtry, tends to breed Idleneſs, and brings on 
Poverty in a Nation. | 
= 24dy, After the fame Manner the Security of Pro- 
W perty under a Free Government, tends to the En- 
couragement of the uleful Arts and the liberal 
Sciences; whereas Property being ill ſecured under 
Arbitrary Government, is a great Lett or Hindrance 
to the Improvement of the Arts and Sciences. 
= 234, When at any Time Trade or Wealth, or 
-arers Wi Science, flouriſhes as much under an Arbitrary as 
under a Free Government, it is owing to ſome acci- 
dental Circumſtances, and not to any Thing in the 
Nature of Arbitrary Power; whereas the flouriſhing 
f theſe under a Free Goyernment is the native Con- 
= ds {ſequence 
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fequence of Liberty, abſtracting from accidental fa. 
vourable Circumſtances. 8 
Albiy, There are two Subjects of the laſt Impor. 
tance, the Subjects of Civil Government and Religion, 
which every reaſonable Man may talk of, and enquire 
into in a Free Country; but which the Generality of 
the People are kept in Ignorance of, under abſolute 
Princes, who forbid them, under the ſevereſt Penal. 
ties, to mutter any Thing contrary to received po- 
litical or religious Maxims. 5 

5thly and laſtly, A Free Government has a native 
Tendency, a powerful Influence, to promote univer 
ſal Virtue in the King and the People: But an Ar- 
bitrary Government has a Tendency to occaſion great 
Corruption of Heart, of Life, and Manners, in both 
King and People, 155 

Now that theſe are in Reality the reſpective Effed 
and Conſequences of a Free and an Arbitrary Go- 
vernment, will appear from a plain and eaſy Illu- 
ſtration of each of them, in the Order in which! 
have laid them down. | 


And, 1f, Every Man's private Property being 


ſecured under a Free Government, is a great Er 
couragement to Trade and Induſtry, which tend to 
advance the Wealth and Riches of a Nation ; but 
there being little or no Security for private Property 
under Arbitrary Government, is a Diſcouragement 
to Trade and Induftry, tends to breed Idlenels, and 
brings on Poverty. in a Nation. 

Under a Free Government, where every Man' 


Property is ſecured by juſt and equal Laws, and the N 
King is appointed by the Society to be the Guardian 4 


and Protector of the Peoples Rights, and to put and 


keep them, either by himſelf or his Officers and Jod- 


ges, in Poſſeſſion of them; under ſuch a Gover: 
". ; . : 1 | ment 
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ment, ſuitably adminiftred, where every Man in 
every Rank of Life may have as much Proper- 
ty ſecured to him by Law, as he can juſtly and 
honeſtly acquire, there is great Encouragement for 
giving Application to every lawful Buſineſs --- What 
a Spur is here to Induſtry ? The Husbandman tries 
all his Art, and gives true Pains in tilling and cul- 
tivating the Ground, as he knows the Fruits of his ho- 
neſt Labour ſhall not be taken from him. The Mer- 
chant ventures chearfully on the dangerous Deep, and 
brings his Merchandize from afar, knowing none 
ſhall pretend a Right to rob him of it, when he 
brings it home. The honeſt Tradeſman, the indu- 
ſtrious and ingenious Manufacturer, ply their ſeveral 
Works, becauſe what they can make by them they 
are ſure ſhall be their own. Thus a free Govern- 
ment has a happy Tendency to make Trade flou- 


riſh, Induſtry prevail, to ſet all Hands to work, to 


make private Families and publick States grow rich 
and powerful, --- Free Countries are the proper Scats 
of chearful Induſtry and Plenty. | 

Now, what a Difference is there betwixt theſe and 
Countries under Arbitrary Government? Even as great 
Difference as there is betwixt the Doctrine of Pro- 


perty being originally founded on the Peoples Indu- 


ſtry, and the Doctrine of its being originally in the 


King! By the latter Doctrine the People are Te- | 


nants at Will; the Sovereign may impoſe what 
Taxes he has a-mind on their Eſtates, or the Fruits 


of their Labours. And whereas in free Countries e- 


Very one knows by the publick Statutes what Tax he 
s co pay, nor can the King nor his Officers impoſe or 
demand any thing above it; under Arbitrary Go- 
vVoernment, as no Man can be certain of his Prince's 
= Humour, which is the chief Rule he is directed by 
in 
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in levyi ying his Taxes, ſo no Man can know by what 
he 4 in his Poſſeſſion To-day, how much of his 
Eſtate or Goods the King ſhall take, and how much 
he ſhall leave againſt To-morrow. This is the Man- 
ner of an abſolute Monarch! He may take his Pco- 
ples Fields and their Vineyards, and their Oliveyards, 
even the beſt of them, and give them to his Servants, 
1 Sam. vill. 14,15. And after he has drained the 
People of their Eſtates and Goods, he makes Slaves 
of themſelves, as in 1 Sam. viii. 17. Ze ſhall be bis 
Servants.---He ſhall take your Sons, and appoint them for 
himſelf, for his Chariots, and to be his Horſemen, and 
ſome ſhall run before his Chariots : And he will take your 
Men. ſervants, and your Maid-ſervants, and your goodli- 
eſt young Men, and put them to his Work, 1 Sam. viii. 
11, 16. His Subjects, their Sons and Daughters, 
are, when he commands it, condemned to perpetu- 
al Bondage, to the vileſt Offices, or the hardeſt La- 
bour. Death only ſets them free, which is often 
brought about by his cruel Hand.---}/hom he would 
he ſlew. 

Now, where the People have no Security for any 
Thing, no certain Laws for holding their Poſſeſſions, 
or enjoying the Fruits of their Labour, the native 
Conſequence will be, that they will not apply to any 
Sort of Buſineſs, but ſink down in Sloth and Idle- 
neſs, or fly from the Scourge of Tyranny, and take 
Sanctuary in free Countries, where private Men have 
Property, and live under the Protection of good 


Laws; they will fix their Reſidence in theſe pleaſant 


Places, become ſo many additional working Hands, 
and increaſe the Trade and Riches of the Nations 
they have fled to; while in their native miſerable 
Country, Trade and Induſtry decay, every honeſt 


Art is at a Stand, the Lands ly uncultivated, Cities 
grow 


of theſe alſo prepared before-hand, for maintaining 


Geniuſes brighten, and they fall upon many Arts for 


179 | 
grow thin and ackolate? and Tyranny ſpreads a 
gloomy Horror over the wretched and almoſt de- 
ſart Land. | | 

24h, The Security of Property under a free 
Government, tends to the Encouragement of the 
uſeful Arts, and the liberal Sciences : Whereas Pro- 
perty being ill ſecured under arbitrary Government, 
is a great Lett or Hindrance to the Improvement of 
the Arrs and Sciences. | 
Where Peoples preſent Properties, however ſmall, 
are ſecured by equal Laws, and the Guardianſhip 


them in what they may yet acquire; this gives them 
a chearful unconſtrained Turn of Mind, quickens 
and ſharpens their Invention, and gives them a cer- 
tain Readineſs in finding out proper Methods of car- 
rying on their Buſineſs : Theſe being laid hold on, 
direct their honeſt Induſtry, which otherways would 
be nought but a continual Bungling. ------ When by 
theſe Means they provide themſelves in the Neceſ- 
{aries of Life, in Fulneſs and Plenty, their next Care 
is to purchaſe the Conveniencies and Pleaſures of it; 
they ſtudy a decent Neatneſs, and gradually riſe to 
Elegance and Ornament in their Dreſs and Equi- 
page, their Houſes and their Tables. Their Poſ- 
tefſions not depending on the Will and Caprice of 
one Man, and ſo far not precarious, but ſecured to 
them and their Poſterity, they endeavour to procure 
to themſelves and their Children the ſweeteſt Enjoy- 
ment of them. And then the various People who 
miniſter unto them, being ſure of liberal Gain, and 
of having it ſecured to them; this gives a certain 


Spring to their ingenious Labours ; they fall to and 


continue at their Work with great Alacrity, their 


adding 
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. . 
adding to the Convenience and Ornament of Life. 
Nor will Encouragement be wanting to the Arts 
that tend to the Improvement and Entertainment of 
the Mind, When Perſons in eaſy Circumſtances, 
and of opulent Fortunes, who have an eaſy Mind, 
ariſing from a juſt Perſuaſion of having their Pro- 
perties ſecured, have alſo a fine Taſte, and a gene- 


rous Heart to encourage the Siudiaus and the Virtue 
to miniſter to them mental and rational Entertain- 


ment, there will not be wanting bright and penc- 


trating Geniuſes to furniſh out Inſtruction and En. 


tertainment for them: And even tho? the ſtudious 
Enquirer has no particular Patron; yet as, in free 
Countries, the Value of the liberal Sciences is known, 


the Publick will do him Juſtice; he ſhall not want 


Subſiſtence, ſhall be eſteem'd and honoured : And 
Glory and Fame are great Incitements to the Study 
of the liberal Sciences. I heſe require a calm and 
peaceful Air to breathe in, it is there they flouriſh.-- 
But Slavery and Oppreſſion cramp and benumb 
the Mind, take it out of that calm and eaſy State, 
which is fo neceſſary for the free generous Exerciſe 
of the intellectual Powers, and fill it with anxious 
and perplexing Fears and Apprehenſions. Under 
continual Slavery a Man contracts an habitua] Nar— 
rowneſs of Thought, which is an Enemy to all En- 
quiry and Study whatſoever, Tyranny and Igno- 
rance go Hand in Hand ; they foſter and ſupport 
each other. 5 

gdly, When at any Time Trade, or Wealth, or 
Science flouriſhes as much under an Arbitrary as un- 
der a free Goverhment, this is owing, to ſome acct- 
dental Circumſtances, and not to any thing in the 
Nature of Arbitrary Power : Whereas the flouriſhing 


of theſe under a free Government is the native Conſe 
quence 


33 - . 0 | 
quence of Liberty, abſtracting from accidental fa 
vourable Circumſtances, 

\\ ith reſpect to a Free and an Arbitrary Govern- 
ment, it was juſt now proved, that the former has 
a benign and happy, the Jatter a malign Influence 
upon Trade and Science, If then a Free People do 
not always make the greateſt Advancement in 
Trade and uſeful Knowledge, it muſt be owing to 
| ſomething foreign to the Nature of Liberty: And 
after the ſame Manner, if Countries under abſo- 
lute Monarchy are not always ſunk into the great- 
eſt Decay of Trade, and the groſſeſt Ignorance, it 


is not owing to any Thing in the Nature of Ar- 


bitrary Power. Certain Circumſtances may divert or 
leſſen the dire Effects of Arbitrary Government. The 
Soil of a Country, its Temperature and Product, its 


Situation with reſpect to other Nations, may give 


it great Advantages, and enable it to bear for a 
long Time the oppreſſive Hand of Tyranny. Men 
of great Geniuſes may break forth like a Light ſhi- 
ning in a dark Place, in the midſt of Cruelty and 
Oppreſſion.— An Arbitrary Monarch may chance to 
| be a Lover of Learning and learned Men, may found 
Colleges, and ſet out Prizes. as the Reward of Study; 
and becauſe Learning cannot thrive under the Hard- 
ſhips of Arbitrary Power, he may exempt the Stu- 
dious from the common Oppreſſion, and grant them 
certain Immunities and Privileges z which actually is 
the Caſe in thoſe enſlaved Countries where Learning 
makes any Figure, and is a plain Confeſſion, even 
in abſolute Princes, of the happy Influence of Li- 


berty. Again, if Trade and Learning fouriſh any 


where after Liberty is loſt, or greatly decayed, what 
muſt they have been when Liberty was at its greateſt 


Height? The Effects of Liberty are ſtrong and Jaſt-- 
Xt e 


E 


e e ee e eee 


S 


e 


. r rng, 


r 


6 — Jꝛ— 8 — R 
2 « < 
1 — 


( 34 

ing; "and after they have been blown upon by the 
ſtormy Wind of Tyranny, through many ſucceſſive 
Ages, and now almoſt demoliſhed, yet, like a noble 
Ruin, they declare what the World ohee was. — Iy 
fine, One abſolute Prince may be found among a 
thouſand, who has his Peoples Happineſs at Heart, 
and wiſely judges that his and their Intereſts are in- 
ſeparably connected: One of this Character may 
encourage Trade, and introduce or improve the Arts 
and Sciences among his Subjects, by a generous, but 

very uncommon Exertion of his abſolute Power. 
But may it not be ſuppoſed, that, generally ſpeak. 
ing, abſolute Monarchs, inſtead of encouraging the 
ſober Arts of Life, and ſuch as are always uſeful and 
benefiqial to Mankind, looking upon all their Sub- 
made to ſerve their Pleaſure, will call upon 
them chiefly ro exerciſe ſuch Arts as _ beſt feed 
and gratify their own private Paſſions ? --- Or even 
though both Trade and Learning ſhould flouriſh in 
a Country governed by an abſolute Prince, 1s there 
not ſomething in the Nature of ſuch a Government 
that may tend to keep the Generality of the People 
in * Poverty and Ignorance? Whereas, in Free 
Countries it may be expected, that Wealth will cir- 
culate, and Knowledge be diffuſed more generally 
among all Ranks of Men: And that it really is b, 
we might appeal to the Hiſtories of States and King: 
doms. .---Particularly,with reſpect ro Knowledge, chere 

are, in the 

IV. Place, as the next Head of Compariſon, two 
Suhjects of the laſt Importance, the Subjects of Cr 
vil Government and Religion, which every reaſo- 
nable Man may talk of, and enquire into in : tree 
bun- 
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2  Cato's Lener, Vol. II. No. 62 and 68. 


CC eat — 


— 


— 
—— . —— œ1 — PPP ˙ :m̃ĩ Ä . n — — 


1 Sn — — > il; — —̃¼ — 


—_ — 9 


F IN at 
Country, but which the Generality of the People 
are kept in Ignorance of under abſolute Princes, wha 
forbid them, under the ſevereſt Penalties, to mutter 
any thing contrary to received political or religious 
Maxims. | y 

As there is no perfect human Government, no 
püblick Adminiſtration entirely faultleſs: As ſome 
material Circumſtances may have been overlookt in 
the original Plan of Government: As ſome Mi- 
ſtakes may have crept into it, or been committed in 
the Management of it, the bad Conſequences of 


So it is juſt and reaſonable, that they who are ſo 
much concerned, ſhould have Liberty and Acceſs to 
propoſe their Thoughts concerning publick Matters. 
And indeed it is fit that any of them, who can do 


or their Repreſentatives, what may be expedient for 
ſupplying the Defects, or correcting the Miſtakes of 
Government, The Affairs of Government affect the 
Publick, and every Individual, and are therefore Sub- 
W j<cts not only of publick Conſultation, but of private 
Debate among Perſons of Knowledge and Capacity, 
But Arbitrary Government allows of no ſuch Li- 
berty of Speech : Here Men have nothing for ic, 
but patiently to ſubmit to the greateſt Hardſhips ; 
to ſigh in Silence without daring to vent their Grief 
do one another: To complain is reckoned criminal, 
and ſeverely puniſhable. What a miſerable Condition 
| this, both to be oppreſt, and not to dare to fue for 
Redre's, withour being in Danger of being more 
grievoully harraſs'd |! | | 
But if unhappily, by the Power of Cuſtom or E- 
1 ducation, any be reconciled to Arbitrary Govern- 
emnt as juſt and equal in itſelf, this muſt lay a wrong 
= | Bias 


which will, ſooner or latter, be felt by the People: 


it, ſhould offer to the Conſideration of the Publick, 
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ence to pervert their Reaſon in their Enquiries into 
moral Subjects. It muſt be a very uncouth Syſtem 
of moral Principles, that either leads to the Doc- 
trine of abſolute Dominion in one Man's Hands, 
or is built upon it, or formed deſignedly to ſup- 
port it! What Notions can he have of the bene- 
volent Principle, of a publick Intereſt, of the Intereſt 
of Fathers, Children, Brothers, Friends, and Neigh- 
bours, and Fellow-citizens, who really believes that 
they are all deſigned and made to gratify the Am- 
bition of one Man? The Belief of this has a native 
Tendency, not only to give Men a wrong ſpecula 


tive Notion of Morality, but even to vitiare their 
moral Senſe itſelf, and to reſtrain their kind benevo- 


lent Affections, both in their Exerciſe towards pri 
vats Perſons and their Country. To believe that 
we are all the Property of a King, mult give us ve- 
Ty mean contemptible Thoughts of ourtelves, and 
of one another, and muſt be far from <clevating 


the Mind, or giving us exalted Thoughts of ſocial 


and kind Actions, What partial Views muſt he 
have of Mens Relations and Duties to one another, 


, and how weak a Senſe of Obligation to theſc Du- 


ties, eſpecially to ſuch as ought to be exerciied to- 
wards Interiors and Dependents, who is once brought 
to believe, that one Man has an abſolute Right to do 
what he has a- mind, to a whole Nation of Mankind! 
And then as for Religion; A free Government 
hinders none from exerciling their unalienable Right 
of enquiring for themſelves into religious Matters, 
of worſhipping and ſerving Cod according to theilt 
Conſcicnces Liberty is abſolutely neceſſary in or- 
der co a manly, rational, and liberal Piety. Wich— 
out Liberty there can be no Religion; it 8675 8 
| . 


Bias upon their Minds, and have a very bad Infu- 
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into Licentiouſneſs, it ought to be under pro- 


per Regulations; As no Man can pretend Con- 


ſcience for publiſhing Opinions that unhinge the 


Laws of Conſcience, or tend to pollute the Hearts 


and corrupt the Manners of the People; if he, not- 
withſtanding, publiſh ſuch Opinions, he is juſtly pu- 
niſhable, and cannot juſtly ſay his Liberty is infrin- 
ged. After the ſame Manner, if he publiſhes Opi- 
nions ſubverſive of the public Peace and Order; 
if Experience ſhows that the Ahettors of ſuch Opt- 
ons are dangerous to a Land, it would be Weaknels, 
and an Exceſs of Lenity in any Government, to ſuffer 


ſuch noxious Members to go on unreſtrained 1n their 


lawleſs and ſeditious Practices. Liberty, when under 
theſe and the like proper Limitations, is one of the 
greateſt Bleſſings that is beſtowed on Mankind. 
The religtous Liberty I ſpeak of, 1s encouraged no 
where but under that Government where Civil Li- 
berty.is maintained; it is there that the Rights of 
Conſcience are preſerved ſacred and inviolable ; all 
due Concern and Regard is ſhown to tender Con- 
{ciences; and Force and Violence is uſed towards 
no Man to oblige him to declare for the eſtabliſh= 
ed Religion, Now, where a juſt Mean is obſerved 
betwixt an unbounded. Liberty and Perſecution, it 


may be expected, that rational and true Piety may 


prevail, adorned with mutual Love and good Aﬀec- 
tion, bringing forth the Fruits of Righteouſneſs and 
Peace, and all this ſpringing from a well-informed 
Judgment, and an unbiait Mind. 
Bur under Arbitrary Government ( for Tyranny 
in the State is ever attended with Tyranny in the 
Church) no Man is allowed to ſpeak againſt the 
King's Religion, All Enquiry, or propoſing Doubts 
| in 


Life and Spirit. But as Liberty may degenerate 
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( 
in the moſt modeſt Manner is precluded : The King 


Religion muſt not be called in Queſtion, nor en- 
quired into, but implicitely embraced and believed: 
This tends to foſter the groſſeſt Ignorance, the deepeſt 


Hypocriſy and Diſſimulation, the chief Qualifica- 
tions neceſſary for making Profeſſion of implicite 


Faith; and where ſuch a Faith is really given, it is 
the baneful Source of the greateſt Rancour and Ill- 


will, againſt all thoſe whoſe Conſciences don't allow 


them to come up to it: It is the Parent of Rage and 
Cruelty, Biood-ſhed and Perſecution.— This leads 
me to the | 

Vib. and Loft Obſervation ; namely, That a Free 


Government has a native Tendency, a powerful In- 


fluence to promote univerſal Virtue in the King and 


People : But an Arbitrary Government has a Ten- 


dency to occaſion great Corruption of Heart, of Lite 


and Manners, in both King and People. 


When Government is founded upon Juſtice, and 

a Regard to the Common- Good; when it is eftz- 
bliſhed in the Perſon of the King, and the Suc- 
ceſſion entail'd on his Poſterity, while found qual. 
hed to govern a free People, and ruling them ac- 
cording to their Laws, when at the ſame Time the 
Peoples Rights and Liberties are ſecured to them; 
when Things are ſettled on this equal Footing, and 
neither King nor People hold their Rights on a pre- 
carious and uncertain Tenure, but on juſt, wholeſom 
Laws: This gives both King and People an caly 
Mind, a free and generous Diſpoſition, begets and 
confirms mutual Affection, Truſt and Confidence: 
Their mutual Security is a Bond of mutual Union — 
The King, whoſe publick Conduct is directed by 
Juit Laws, is in a fair Way of getting a ſtrong Senſe 
of Juſtice.; finding himlelf raiſed to the ys 
_ | Mice 
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Office of being the Guardian and Protector of 


a Nation's Rights, reſtrained only from doing ill, 


but having great Power put into his Hand of do- 
ing Good, and of being ſo extenfively uſeful to 
the World, this tends to kindle in him the warmeſt, 
moſt affectionate Concern for the Good of Mankind, 
eſpecially of thoſe whoſe valuable Intereſts are com- 


| mitted to his Care. Again, being accuſtomed to 


look on Law and Juſtice as his Guide and Governour, 
this may tend to lead up his Thoughts to God, the 
juſt and righteous Law-giver and Governour of the 


| World. Thus a limited Monarch has one Sort of 


Means, in the very Nature of his Government, of 
attaining to a ſtrong Senſe of Juſtice, of getting his 
Heart warmed with Benevolence, and kind Affection, 
and of being affected with a pious Awe and Reverence 


of God. 


And then the People on their Part being ſecured 
in their Properties, live quietly and ſafely with one 
another: Their mutual Security removes Jealouſies 
and Suſpicions from among them, gives them a cer- 
tan Frankneſs and Ingenuity, fills them with ho- 
neſt Sentiments, inſpires with kind Affection, and 
incites them to perform ſocial Duties to one another 
in all their various Relations, Connections and De- 
pendencies. 155 

But, my Brethren, the Government we live under, 
beſides its happy Influence upon our Morals, tends to 
give a juſt Refinement to our very Way and Manner 
of Behaviour in the ſocial Life: In our mixt Form of 
Government, Monarchy is wifely tempered with Li- 
berty : The Extremes of Tyranny and Licenticuſ- 
ness are equally guarded againſt : The King, Nobles 


and Commons are co-ordinate Powers, and ballance 


one another: Security is given for the Rights of all 
in 


„ 

in their ſeveral Orders: At the ſame Time, theſe 
Orders are carefully diſtinguiſned, and a peculiar 
Regard is to be ſhown to each of them, as they 
riſe above one another. And whereas the Members 
of a merè Republick are apt to grow rough and un- 
poliſh'd, and to degenerate into Rudeneſs and Inci- 
vility, and on the other hand the Slaves to Arbi- 
trary Power, have an unbecoming Terror on them 
in the Preſence of their Superiors, or ſink into a 
fawning laviſh Complaiſance : The Subjects of Mo- 
narchs, limited by Law, obſerve the golden Mean 
betwixt Rudeneſs and an abject ceremonious Polite- 
neſs; while Inferiors give their Betters all due Ho- 


nour, a Spirit of Liberty breathes in their Behaviour, 


Ne, if after all, a free Government has not its 
full Effect upon Mens Minds and Manners, it may 
yet have a conſiderable Influence upon them, weak 
and imperfect as they are. But becauſe the beſt hu- 
man Government 1s not faultleſs, being in the Hands 
of weak, imperfect Men, and hecauſe after the wiſeſt 
Methods are laid down for the ſecuring Property 
and · ſtrengthning Virtue, ſtill the one will not per- 
haps in every the leaſt Article, and at all Times, be 
equally ſecured from Violence and Injuſtice, and the 
other in many Caſes will be weak and tottering; 
becauſe this will be the Caſe under the beſt, freeſt Go- 
vernment, it is not a good Reaſon for exchanging 
it for the worſt, and for ſervilely taking on an arbi- 
trary Yoke of Bondage, which has fo ſtrong a Ten- 
dency to unſettle Property, and by falling in with 
the Corruption of human Nature, has ſuch a pernt- 
cious Influence upon moral Conduct. 5 
Arbitrary Power (if its pernicious Tendency is not 
check'd by an extraordinary Strength of Mind and 
Virtue) ſwells a Man's Heart with Pride, . 
Im 
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him on to Impiety towards Heaven, makes him 


inſolent and overbearing, cruel and oppreſſive to- 
wards his Fellow-men: His Subjects fear him, but 


they cannot love him: His Favourites ſecretly de- 
ſpiſe him, while they cringe before him. An abject . 
Spirit of Flattery and Diſſimulation reigns thro? his 


whole Court. His Courtiers again who bow before 
him in a ſupple Manner, put on lately Airs to- 
wards their Inferiors : As they themſelves hang on 
their Monarch's Will for their Lives and Fortunes 
ſo, in their Turn, they aſſume Dominion over the 
Perſons and Eſtates of others, who again are ready 
to oppreſs their Dependents. Thus Cruelty and Op- 
preſſion rages thro? all the Ranks of Life, Superiors 
always bearing hard on thoſe below them. 
And then as for Equals, by Reaſon of their being 
ill ſecured in their Rights, they are apt to entertain 
Jealouſies and Suſpicions of one another. Every 
Man's Life and Fortune is in perpetual Danger from 
the falſe Accuſations of Sycophants and Informers. 
Who can be quiet or caſy in his Mind, when, without 
being heard or tried, he may be ſentenced to Ba- 


niſhment, Confiſeation of Goods, or Death ?---Such is 


the malign Influence of Arbitrary Government, that 
it foments Pride and Inſolence in the Great, ſinks 
down the Poor into mean Spiritedneſs, breeds in 
them a dejected ſullen Mood, overwhelms them with 
ſlaviſh Terror, or, by driving them to Deſpair, pro- 
vokes them to Mutiny and Sedition, while it com- 
municates a ſelfiſh Spirit to all Ranks and Orders. 
No Man being ſecured in his Property, every one is 
on Self- defence, tries every Art to ſecure himſelf, 
and his Thoughts are ſwallowed up in his own private 
Intereſt, This looſes the Bond of {ſocial Love, 
weakens the kind Ao, raiſes Envy, provokes 
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| Murmuring, ſpreads univerſal Corruption thro' » Wl x; 


Land, renders it a Scene of Horror and Confuſion, WM ba 
and all this in Proportion to the rigorous Exerciſe of W to 
Arbitrary Power. Thus Tyranny and Anarchy, for WW A 


their pernicious Conſequences, run up into one another, Wl pri 


But the Confuſions and Severities of Arbitrary WM nu 
Government, not only tend to foſter in the People Fa 
malevolent Diſpoſitions towards their King and one H. 
another; but even to breed in them unbecomiug Dif. me 
poſitions towards God, yea Diſcontent and Diſtruſt in ¶ the 


Providence. The Miſeries they ſuffer may tend o Ml Ge 


caſt a Gloom on every Thing about them: Nature, WW tal 
which ſmiles on all, they may imagine to look un- Wh in | 
kind on them, and in their Depth of Miſery their WM put 
corrupt Hearts may tempt them to conceive unwor- Wl me 
thily of God, and of his wiſe, righteous and good tha 
Adminiſtration. - yy 
On the other hand, The meaneſt free Man, by WR W: 
having his Rights ſecured, by being uſed with Hu 
manity and Juſtice, may be thereby the more di- ati 
ſed to entertain good Thoughts of a juſt, and met. to 
ciful and over-ruling Providence, and by the Divine Mtoe 
Aſſiſtance, to cultivate good Diſpoſitions towards the en 
Creator and Governour of the World.---I come nov u 
to the' e 
IV:h. and laſt Thing propoſed, To apply what 
has been ſaid; And, in the frft Place, Who will not 
prefer a Free to an Arbitrary Government? WO 
would not cliuſe to have his Rights and Privileges ſe 
cured by Law, rather than to have them dependent {duc 
on a Monarch's Will? Who that has a Thirſt after mer 
Knowledge, would chuſe to live in Ignorance and war 
Darkneſs, and not open his Eyes upon the Truth! 
of God? Or who that has a Senſe of Right and ef 
Wrong, would prefer being in ſuch ann om 


_ ( 43 
J might ſtrengthen his natural Corruption, and de- 
baſe his Morals, to the being placed in a fair Way 
fd get his moral Conduct rectified and improved? 
r And who, that is endowed with publick as well as 
. private Paſſions, can bear to fee whole Nations de- 
y Wh nuded of their Rights, living in blind implicite 
c Faith, Hood-winked by Deceivers? What generous 
je Heart can bear, that unhallowed Plan of Govern- 
nent, which tends to corrupt Mens Morals, to eat out 
in the Life of Picty and Virtue, and make Men averſe to 
to Cod and one another? Would he not much rather 
e, Wl take Delight in the fair Proſpect of Nations ſecured 
n. in their Rights, improving their Minds in Knowledge, 
ir put, in one Senſe, in a Way to get a juſt Diſcern- 
r- Wh ment of religious Truths, and to live togeth er in 
ol chat Integrity of Heart and Manners, which becomes 
the Subjects of the righteous Governour of the moral 
by World? But, 
lu. 24), It is not a bare Preference in the ſpecu- 
l- lative Opinion of your Minds, that you are deſired 
cr- to give to a free and lawful Government; allow me 
ine ¶ to exhort you to get and keep up a lively affecting 
the enſe of its Preferableneſs to abſolute Monarchy upon 
your Hearts, eſpecially to love and value our happy 
Conſtitution :---Your Minds being once convinced of 


hat the Juſtice of it, of its great Importance to Man- 
not kind, of its Conduciveneſs to ſecure and advance 
ho heir outward Good, to brighten and improve their 
ſe. intellectual Powers, and to direct their moral Con- 
cnt duct; let your Zeal for defending ſuch a Govern- 
frer ment, that has Juſtice for its Foundation, the out- 
and ward and inward Good of Mankind for its intended 


Superſtructure, riſe in Proportion to the Importance 
pf the noble Cauſe: Zeal for leſſer Matters may 
ſometimes riſe too high; but Zeal in this Cauſe, in 
= ES. the 
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the Cauſe of Liberty and true Religion, cannot ꝓe 
too great. When the Means of inculcating a pure 
ſublime Devotion, of inſpiring generous Sentiments 
of Chriſtian Love and Charity; when the Ordinances, 
as laid down in the Purity and Simplicity of the Go- 
ſpel, when our Rights and Privileges as Men and 
Chriſtians, as ſecured to us by our excellent Conſtitu- 
tion, as freely enjoyed by us, under a juſt and mild Ad- 
miniſtration, under the Guardianſhip of a gracious 
Proteſtant Sovereign, are th Danger of being taken 
from us; What Heart will not rife againſt the cruel 
ungenerous Undertaking ? If ſome Mens Spirits riſe 
to an enthuſiaſtick Fondneſs for a ſingle Man, for 
whole Sake they ſhow an unnatural Keenneſs to ſub- 
vert our Laws, our Liberties and Conſtitution, by 
which the Intereſt of Thouſands is protected: If they 
riſque Life and Fortune in their cruel Zeal for one 
Man's Intereſt, in Oppoſition to that of the whole 
Socicty : If they diſcover fo great Keenneſs for put- 
ting in Execution their favourite Scheme contrived 
to flatter Majeſty, and to ſet mere Force and Power 
above Law and Juſtice : Let their Keenneſs, in the 
worſt of Cauſes, animate us to a noble Zeal and Ar- 
dour, in D-fence of that which is the beſt. Are 
they this - Day practiſing their fatal and pernicious 
Errors? Has an erroneous Judgment ſo great Eficct 
upon Mens Hearts and Paſſions ? Are their Affecti- 
ons ſet on Fire by falſe Imaginations ? And {hall not 
a clear Apprehenſion of the Truth of Things, a well 
grounded Perſuaſion that our valuable Intereſts are 
at Stake, give us a deep Concern, and affect our 
Hearts with a hemic Zeal for our Country's Caule, 
the Wellfare of our Poſterity and of Mankind? 
3a, Thus, my Friends and Countrymen, have! 
drawn the Compariſon, in your Hearing, _ a 
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to undermine it, | 


in Mind, which is firmly believed by many, that 
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Free and an Arbitrary Government; have repreſented 
to you the juſt Foundation, and the happy Fruits 


and Confequences of the one, the foul Riſe and Be- 
ginning, and the miſerable Effects and bad Tendencies 
of the other, and have applied the whole to make 
us love and value our preſent Conſtitution, and to 
create 1n us a juſt Abhorrence againſt any Attempts 


But if any ſhould alledge, That Arbitrary Go- 


vernment is, in no Country, attended with ſuch bad 


Conſequences, and to ſuch a Degree as here repre- 
ſented; they may be asked, What is there in Ar- 
bitrary Government to prevent theſe Conſequences? 
Is it not an Inlet to them? Has it not a Tendency 
to produce them? Have not Mankind often felt 
them ? And if, in Chriſtian Countries, the Severities 
of Arbitrary Government are in any Meaſure ſoftened, 
are they not the leſs ſo, by Reaſon of Mens perverted 


. Notions of Chriſtianity ? 


Bat ſome perhaps will fay, Why ſuch a Cry againſt 
Arbitrary Government, when no ſuch Government 
is intended to be erected ? To this it may be ſufficient, 


after what has been ſaid, to anſwer, That it diſcovers 


a ſtrong Inclination for Arbitrary Government, and 
is itſelf a great Meaſure of Arbitrarineſs, for a Man 
to attempt to thruſt himſelf in upon a Nation to rule 
over them, whether they will or not. 

But all this, ſome ſay, is foreign to my Office, and 
the Offence grows greater by the frequent Repetition 
of it.---My Brethren, had I thought that diſcourſing 
on this Subject needed the leaſt Apology, I would 
haye begun with that :--Nevertheleſs, that none may 


triumph too mich over this alleged Piece of Indifcre. 


tion, 1n going out of my Province, I would put you 


the 


the Doctrine of abſolute Monarchy, and indeſeaſtble 
Right, has been chiefly propagated, if not invented and 
contrived, by cunning Prieſts, to flatter lawleſs Prin- 
ces, and to engroſs their Ear, that they allo might 
be raiſed up to join the Crown in. keeping the Peo- 
Ple under. This calls upon all Miniſters of the 
Goſpel to diſclaim this. D&&rine, and thereby to 
remove the Scandal brought by the Preaching of it 
upon Religion and the Church of God. But who 
can fit tamelv down when our Country is in Pan. 
ger? When all is calm and quiet in a Nation, and 
every thing goes on in Peace and Order, People 
ſhould confine themſelves to their own Profeſſion ; 
but when a Country is brought into Danger, every 
true-hearted Countryman ſhould lend his helping 
Hand to keep it up from ſinking ; And are Mini- 
ſters of the Goſpel the only Set of Men who muſt 
be ſilent, inaCtive, and indifferent Spectators of their 
Country's Ruin ?---Are they, who, by being employ 
ed in watching for Mens Souls, may be expected to' 
have a more than ordinary tender Feeling for the In- 
tereſts of Mankind; are they the only Perſons who 
ought not to give Vent to their ſocial Paſſions, in 
mourning over their torn and diſtracted Country, in 
animating their Fellow Countrymen to run to its 
Support, when fo much of our Happineſs depends up- 
on its being reſtored to a peaceful and quiet State? 
When Law and Juſtice is interrupted by Civil Broils, 
ſhall Miniſters, who ought to have a Senſe of uni- 
verſa] Honeſty towards God and Man, ſhall they 
alone be careleſs, whether Juſtice ſhall regain its 
Throne, aſſert its indefeaſible Authority over a Land, 
or Force and Rapine continue their Uſurpation? 
Though it is not the proper Buſineſs of Paſtors 


d, to, judge in and determine Civil — in . 
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lar Caſes between Man and Man, yet as Chriſtiani- 
ty does not take away the natural and Civil Rights 


of Mankind, but, on the contrary, lays us under 


additional Obligations to ſecure one another in them, 


it is the direct Buſineſs of Chriſtian Divines to teſti- 


ſy againſt any unjuſt Agtempt to unſettle and ſub- 
vert theſe Rights. They are more eſpecially called 
upon to do this, when ſuch an Attempt is pretend- 
ed to be countenanced by Chriftianity itſelf. ---- A- 
gain, as Chriſtianity lays no unneceſſary Reſtraint u 

on the Exerciſe of the Underſtanding, ſhall not Chri- 
ſtian Preachers inveigh with juſt Severity againſt that 
Sort of Government which tends to keep Men in Ig- 

norance ? - In fine, As Chriſtianity is immediately 
deſigned to purify Mens Hearts and Lives, ought 
not Chriſtian Teachers to take the Alarm them- 


ſelves, and to give it in the loudeſt Manner to the 


People, when an Attempt is made to introduce that 


Sort of Government, which has a native Tenden 


to corrupt che Hearts and Manners of a Nation? 
4thly, If from what has been ſaid it mult appear to 
every Wellwiſher to Virtue, and the publick Inte- 
reſt, that Juſtice and Virtue nouriſh the uſeful Arts, 
which again are Handmaids to the Virtues, and 
that both together ſtrengthen, ſupport and increaſe 
the Wealth and Grandeur of a Nation; then fure- 
ly * private Vices are not publick Benefits. May not 
Arts and Sciences, and a Nation flouriſh without a- 
bounding Wickedneſs ? Were once Mens Hearts and 
| Heads pur in a right Direction, they would find Em- 
ployment, and raiſe themſelves to Grandeur, Tower 
and Riches, without the Aid of Vice. The World 
lyes before them, the Materials in it, their Natures, 
Pro. 
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Properties, Ends and Uſes, are not all yet iſcove, 
red, nor converted to the Ule of Man, nor applied 
to every Purpole, that human Reaſon and V irtue, 
when enlarged, might make them fit for. Till 
ſuch Time as this be done, let it not be ſaid, that 
Virtue wants Employment, far leſs that Vice muſt 
be called in, as neceſſary to the Induſtry, the Arts 
and Riches of a Nation : Let Men grow. virtuous, 
and according to their different Taſtes, their Abilities 
of Mind or Body, employ their Heads or Hands 
upon the Works of God, in the Air, the Earth and 
Sea, their Labours ſhall be liberally rewarded, the 
Stock of private and publick Happineſs increavd,and 
they ſhall have great Abundance of every Thing 
that can make Life joyous and delightful. --- Nor is 
it vicious in Men and Nations,, to enjoy the Fruits 
of their own Art and Induſtry, Virtue does not 
conſiſt in an Inſenſibility of ourward Comfort, nor 
in extinguiſhing the Paſſions towards the Pleaſures 
of Senſe ; Virtue lyes in keeping them in due Sub- 
jection. But is a Man leſs virtuous than his rude un- 

iſhed Forefathers were before him, becaule a 
decent Neatneſs appears about him, and all his 
Houſhold, which they had no Thought of riſing 
to, but, knowing no better Things, lived and died 
in Meaneſs and Obſcurity? After the fame Man- 
ner, are civilized, flouriſhing and wealthy Nations, 
who enjoy outward Comforts, as heightened by the 
Progreſs of the uſeful Arts, leſs virtuous than their 
uncivilized barbarous Anceſtors ? Virtue raiſes Men 
and Kingdoms to Wealth and Comfort : Let them 
adhere to Virtue, and their Wealth continues and 
increaſes : But if they ſwerve from Virtue, they fap 
the Foundation upon which they roſe, and return to 


their priſtine Meanneſs and Obleoriry: A vicious 
Nation 
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ation may ſtand RI. for a while, and live 
won the Fruits of its former Virtue, but as no new 
Kpply comes in, it gradually waſtes away, and at 
kngth the once fair Fabrick falls to Pieces, and 
umbles down into a ruinous Heap. | | 
To conclude, --.-- What Reaſon have we to bleſs 
God for the merciful Deliverances he has wrought 
or us from Time to Time, and for the Bleſſings and 
Privileges we have enjoyed above many other Na- 
tons? His Threatning to take away the Mercies we 
have ſo much abuſed, and to ſend the contrary Judg- 
ments on us, ought to awaken in us an awful Senſe 
of the divine Juſtice, to incite us to a ſerious Examina- 
tion of our Hearts and Ways, and to a ſpeedy Re- 
pentance and Reformation. Let us then betake our 
klves to God, through Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, for 
the Pardon of all our Sins, the procuring Cauſe of 
private and publick Judgments, and for Grace to 
help us to a ſuitable Improvement of all his Diſpen- 
ations, that they may be the bleſſed Means of be- 
getting in us a truly Chriſtian Temper, and a Diſ- 
poſition to ſerve God in all holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs ; and that the End of Threatnings and 
judgments being anſwered, he may graciouſly re- 
move them from us. 1 : 
What Praiſe and Glory is due to his Name, that 
by his good Providence, bleſſing the Endeavours of 
the illuſtrious and truly Heroic Duke of Cumberland, 
the Rebellion is in ſo fair a Way of being quell'd.--- 
Let us, emerging from a Sea of Troubles, while we 
keep up an awful Senſe of the Judgments that have 
been dpon us, and of the terrible Confuſion our Af- 
fairs were like to have run into, raiſe our Praiſe and 
Gratitude to God for our begun Deliverance 4 and 
be earneſt with him at a Throne of Grace, that he 
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ely fruſtrate the Deſigns and Counſels 
Dur foreign and domeſtick Enemies, and give us a 
+. our lateſt Poſterity to ſit ſafely under his almighty ; 
[}  Merciful Protection, in the full Enjoyment of all e 
Rights, as Men, as Chriſtians and Proteſtants, 
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